
WHAT’S NEW AT SCWA

PFOA and PFOS are fluorinated organic chemicals that are part of a larger group of chemicals referred to as perfluoroalkyl 
substances (PFASs). PFOA and PFOS have been the most extensively produced and studied of these chemicals. They have been 
used to make carpets, clothing, fabrics for furniture, paper packaging for food and other materials that are resistant to water, 
grease or stains such as non-stick cookware. They are also used for firefighting at airfields and in a number of industrial 
processes. To provide Americans, including the most sensitive populations, with a margin of protection from a life-time of 
exposure to PFOA and PFOS from drinking water, EPA established the health advisory levels at 70 parts per trillion on May 19, 
2016. When both PFOA and PFOS are found in drinking water, the combined concentrations of PFOA and PFOS should be 
compared with the 70 parts per trillion health advisory level. EPA’s health advisories are based on the best available peer-
reviewed studies of the effects of PFOA and PFOS on laboratory animals (rats and mice) and were also informed by 
epidemiological studies of human populations that have been exposed to PFASs. These studies indicate that exposure to PFOA 
and PFOS over certain levels may result in adverse health effects, including developmental effects to fetuses during pregnancy 
or to breastfed infants (e.g. low birth weight, accelerated puberty, skeletal variations), cancer (e.g. testicular, kidney), liver effects 
(e.g. tissue damage), immune effects (e.g. antibody production and immunity), thyroid effects and other effects (e.g. cholesterol 
changes). The health advisory levels are calculated based on the drinking water intake of lactating women, who drink more water 
than other people and can pass these chemicals along to nursing infants through breast milk. Since January 2013, the SCWA 
Laboratory has been testing for these compounds. Where positive detects were found, the Authority has been very pro-active with 
treatment.  In some cases wells were blended together to lower concentration levels, and where levels were not acceptable for 
SCWA standards, the wells were taken out of service. We are currently installing granular activated carbon (GAC) filtration units 
at certain sites to treat for these compounds. For more information on PFOA & PFOS, please visit the following website: https://
www.epa.gov/ground-water-and-drinking-water/drinking-water-health-advisories-pfoa-and-pfos
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SCWA Launches Water Talk Initiative On Groundwater Quality
The Suffolk County Water Authority hosted the first meeting of a planned ten-year public education initiative focusing 
on groundwater quality and conservation at the East Hampton Library on Wednesday, January 18. The initiative, called 
WaterTalk, featured SCWA laboratory and hydrogeology staff and offered residents the opportunity to ask questions about 
any water quality issue that concerns them.  The initial meeting in East Hampton featured opening remarks from SCWA 
Chief Executive Officer Jeffrey W. Szabo about what the initiative seeks to accomplish as well as a presentation from SCWA 
Director of Strategic Initiatives and Lead Hydrogeologist Ty Fuller, Laboratory Manager Tom Schneider and Workforce 
Technology  Manager Larry Anderson. The first meeting was held in the library’s Baldwin Family Lecture Room from 6 
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Subsequent meetings will be held every two months throughout Suffolk County.
“With so much information out there about groundwater quality and the status of the aquifer system that provides all of 
our drinking water, we wanted to give residents throughout our service territory the opportunity to ask questions directly to 
our on-staff water quality experts,” said Szabo. “We feel we can help residents better understand what the most significant 
challenges to our aquifers are and, most importantly, what we can all do to ensure that our aquifers are protected for future 
generations of Suffolk residents.”


